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Background and Purpose: Multi-grade rural classrooms represent
a persistent yet under-theorized structure of primary education in
which teachers simultaneously address multiple grade levels,
pronounced learner heterogeneity, and severe constraints of time and
instructional resources. Under such conditions, classroom
assessment shifts from a technical, pre-planned activity to a
complex, situated practice that relies heavily on teachers’
professional judgment. Although the literature on formative
assessment and assessment for learning has expanded substantially,
most studies have focused on single-grade or relatively
homogeneous classrooms, leaving assessment practices in authentic
multi-grade rural contexts insufficiently examined. This study aims
to explicate the assessment skills of multi-grade classroom teachers
through an analysis of their lived professional experiences.

Method: This qualitative, experience-oriented study involved nine
teachers working in rural multi-grade classrooms, selected through
purposive sampling. Data were collected using semi-structured
interviews and analyzed through thematic analysis, following the
stages of open, axial, and selective coding.

Findings: The analysis resulted in four overarching themes:
managing the complexity of simultaneous assessment across
multiple grade levels, designing and implementing multilevel
assessment practices, relying on professional judgment to interpret
evidence of student learning, and employing compensatory
strategies to address structural and contextual constraints. These
assessment skills differ from those observed in single-grade
classrooms not only in form but also in their degree of intensity and
contextual complexity.

Conclusion: The findings indicate that assessment in rural multi-
grade classrooms constitutes a form of situated professional
knowledge that emerges through continuous interaction with
classroom realities. This highlights the need to reconsider dominant
assessment frameworks, redesign teacher professional development
programs, and formulate assessment policies that are responsive to
heterogeneous and multi-grade learning environments.
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