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Background and Objectives: For decades, Arabic language instruction in
both Iranian secondary schools and higher education institutes—
specifically Farhangian University_has remained entrenched within
transmissive, grammar-translation, and rigid text-centric paradigms.
Within this structural calcification, language is predominantly reified as an
abstract repository of morphological rules and static syntactical structures,
estranged from its authentic living, communicative, and existential

dimensions. This pedagogical mechanization fosters widespread
communicative apprehension, instrumental passivity, and alienating
learning environments. While contemporary educational theory

increasingly advocates for humanistic paradigms, there remains a
pronounced scarcity of phenomenological inquiry into how language
educators in teacher education navigate structural rigidities to cultivate
authentic interpersonal dialogue. Grounded in the complementary
philosophical foundations of Gadamerian philosophical hermeneutics
(fusion of horizons), Heideggerian existential phenomenology (Dasein and
being-in-the-world), and Bakhtin’s polyphonic dialogism, this study
sought to illuminate the lived experiences of Arabic language teachers in
creating dialogic spaces. Specifically, it aimed to decipher the existential
modalities through which educators transform oppressive pedagogical
encounters into sites of mutual understanding, identity reformation, and
existential flourishing.

Methodology: To capture the depth and idiosyncratic nuances of human
experience, this study employed a qualitative research design rooted in
Interpretative Phenomenological Analysis (IPA). The target population
comprised Arabic educators in western Iran (Kurdistan Province). A
purposive, homogeneous sampling strategy yielded twelve participants
(seven university lecturers from Farhangian University and five
experienced secondary school teachers; 10 males, 2 females; teaching
experience spanning 5 to 30 years). All participants held doctoral degrees
in Arabic Language and Literature or related educational fields, ensuring a
rich epistemological reflexivity. Data generation was executed primarily
through in-depth, semi-structured, one-on-one phenomenological




interviews lasting approximately 60 to 90 minutes. These interviews were
supplemented by pedagogical artifacts (lesson plans, reflective syllabi)
and four naturalistic classroom observations to achieve robust data
triangulation. Methodological rigor was maintained using the six-stage
analytic framework formulated by Smith, Flowers, and Larkin (2009):
immersive reading, initial exploratory commenting, developing emergent
themes, searching for connections across emergent themes, moving to the
next case, and synthesizing cross-case patterns. Trustworthiness was
established through Lincoln and Guba’s evaluative criteria, incorporating
participant member checking, extensive peer debriefing, external
phenomenological auditing, and a continuous bracketing reflexive journal
to monitor researcher pre-understandings.

Findings: Analysis of the teachers’ narratives crystallized into five
central, interconnected superordinate themes that elucidate the existential
journey of pedagogical transformation:

1. The Teacher’s Openness to the Other as an Existential
Catalyst: Cultivating a dialogic space originates within the
teacher’s deliberate ontological stance. Participants articulated
this as an intentional suspension of epistemic hegemony and
authoritative infallibility, choosing vulnerability and receptive
listening that invite the student to emerge not as an epistemic
vessel, but as an authentic human subject (Dasein).

2. The Classroom as a Polyphonic Arena: Transcending
monologic instruction, participants systematically decentered
authoritative discourse by introducing controversial texts,
dialectical inquiries, and lived cultural dilemmas. The classroom
was reconstituted into a Bakhtinian polyphony where
heteroglossic voices, divergent student interpretations, and
divergent worldviews met in respectful dissonance.

3. Quiet Pedagogical Resistance against Bureaucratic
Enclosure: Educators encountered persistent friction between
institutional ~ pressures-  standardized  testing  regimes,
predetermined syllabi, and administrative oversight_and their
dialogic convictions. They engaged in creative, micro-level
strategies of “pedagogical quiet resistance,” carving out informal
liminal spaces within rigid institutional constraints to preserve
authentic conversational engagement.

4. Dissolution of Communicative Anxiety and Cultivation of
Mutual Trust: A palpable outcome of sustained dialogism was
the attenuation of foreign language anxiety. When grammatical
infallibility ceased to be the sovereign metric of competence,
students transitioned from paralysis and self-censorship to
relational safety, recognizing errors not as deficits, but as
hermeneutic bridges toward shared insight.

5. Dialogue as an Existential Space for Identity Reconstruction:
The dialogic encounter acted as an ontological crucible. Both
educators and students experienced significant identity shifts;
language shifted from an alien curriculum into a personal vehicle
for self-actualization, critical self-interrogation, and communal
meaning-making.

Discussion and Conclusion: The findings demonstrate that dialogic space
in language pedagogy is fundamentally not an instructional technique,
rhetorical strategy, or instrumental toolbox; rather, it constitutes an
existential mode of being (modus vivendi) within the educational life-
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world (Lebenswelt). The inquiry reveals that when teachers reconceive
pedagogical relations from an instrumental “I-It” dynamic into a genuine
Buberian “I-Thou” encounter, the pedagogical triangle_teacher, student,
and text_is profoundly transfigured. The text ceases to function as a
dogmatic boundary and becomes a hermeneutic conversational partner,
facilitating the Gadamerian fusion of horizons. This study offers crucial
theoretical and practical contributions to teacher education and curriculum
reform. It underscores that educational policymakers and teacher
education programs, particularly within Farhangian University, must re-
evaluate instrumental and purely technical pedagogical paradigms.
Fostering existential dialogism necessitates restructuring teacher
preparation curricula to integrate phenomenological reflexivity, emotional
attunement, and dialogic competence alongside disciplinary content
knowledge. Ultimately, by shifting the pedagogical paradigm from rote
syntactical mastery to an existential encounter, Arabic classrooms can
transcend mechanical utility and become vibrant sanctuaries of human
flourishing, critical emancipation, and meaningful interpersonal
connection.
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